	Assembly & Disassembly Instructions for a 

Ruger Mark III Pistol



	Legal Note: These are my interpretations of my steps. Ruger does not sanction this webpage. (It is mostly for me to remember how to assemble/disassemble my own pistol.) If you choose to follow these instructions you do so at your own risk/peril.  

	

	  



	Disassembly:



	1. Please make sure the pistol has been dry fired. Please remove the magazine from the pistol. 

	2. Use a paper clip, and pull the lever embedded in the rear of the pistol grip. This small lever will extract the larger mechanism from the rear of the pistol grip. (The Main Spring Housing) Once at about a 90% angle from its original position, pull downward (toward the bottom of the pistol grip) to remove the rear pin completely. Set this piece aside. 

	3. Pull the bolt out the rear of the pistol. Set this piece aside. 

	4. Point the muzzle end of the barrel towards the sky. Hold barrel in left hand with the bottom of frame pointed toward your right. Set the rear of the barrel on a soft surface, such as a magazine or work mat. With a rubber mallet or a plastic hammer hit the front of the frame where it touches the barrel, hit it down towards the ground. This will remove the frame from barrel. 

	5. Now that the gun is fully disassembled clean it. 

	  

	Reassembly:



	1. Hold the muzzle end of the barrel, pointed downwards towards the ground, and resting on a soft surface. Hold barrel in you left hand and attach the grip frame. Hit the butt end of the frame where it touches the barrel, down toward he ground to seat the frame back on to the barrel. 

	2. Now insert the bolt into the rear of the barrel. The spring side of the bolt should be facing the top part of the barrel. 

	3. The barrel must be kept vertical, pointed towards the ground. Now insert Main Spring Housing pin (item from step 1 in the Disassembly instructions) into the cavity in the rear of the pistol grip. The long pin will slide up through the back of the frame & barrel. 

	4. Swing the pivot pin arm 90% away from frame and hit this arm of mechanism to drive pin to its fully seated position. The pin should stick out of the hole in the rear of the barrel about 1/16 inch. DON'T CLOSE THE ARM INTO THE PISTOL FRAME YET! Set the gun down. 

	5. Hold your left hand in front of you, palm up. Put gun upside down in left hand with barrel pointed away from you. The magazine slot will be pointed towards the sky, strait up12 o’clock. 

	6. Place your left thumb in trigger guard housing (don't pull the trigger yet.) 

	7. Insert magazine locking it in place. For a Target model jump ahead to step 8. For a 22/45 model, with your right thumb push the magazine release button once. The magazine will pop out of the bottom of the frame about ¼ of an inch only. 

	8. Cup your left hand around the barrel, now pull trigger fully 5 times with your left thumb. On 5th pull do not release trigger. Don't release trigger for the remaining duration of assembly. 

	9. For a 22/45 model remove magazine with your right hand and place on table. For target model you do not need to remove magazine

	10. With your left hand point the muzzle end of the barrel straight up 12 o’clock, now we are going back off barrel 5 degrees away from you, so the end of the barrel will be pointed more at 1 o’clock. Please hold in that position.  

	11. Please swing Main Spring Hosing closed. There should be some spring tension the last 1/8-inch on insertion. DON'T LOCK IN PLACE IF THERE IS NOT SPRING PRESSURE! If no tension please swing arm open and repeat process looking for spring tension. Only lock down after you feel this spring tension. 

	12. Please release the trigger and hold pistol in a normal way. 

	13. To check the action, please pull bolt back 3 times, and let it go. (It should slide smoothly and will cock the gun). If bolt does not feel smooth and will not cock firearm please repeat steps 7 through 13. 

	14. Please point firearm in a safe direction and insert an empty magazine and pull the trigger. You should hear the pistol dry fire. 


 

